Critical care of the liver transplant patient: an update.
The unique pathophysiology of patients with end-stage liver disease has important implications for their critical care treatment, particularly in the postoperative state. To gauge hemodynamic parameters and responses, each patient must be carefully evaluated for their place in the clinical spectrum of cirrhosis and portal hypertension. Although the data are limited, the biology of the consequences of liver disease is emphasized by novel treatments of hepatorenal syndrome, portopulmonary hypertension, and hepatopulmonary syndrome. These issues become more relevant with increased adult-to-adult living donor liver transplantation, in which technical considerations may further complicate the general treatment of the postoperative transplant patient.